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By providing equitable access to a world class
education, every Oklahoma City Public Schools
student will graduate ready to fulfill their unique
purpose in a healthy, vibrant community.




Show Up 2 Grow Up I

» Partnership with the University of Chicago’s Behavioral Insights
and Parenting Lab

» Multi-year study intended to identity barriers to early childhood
attendance and reduce chronic absenteeism

» Measures spillover effect of chronic absenteeism on academic
performance

» Expands on Show Up 2 Grow Up- an earlier study pre-Covid that
saw success with “low-cost, light touch” interventions
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Show Up 2 Grow Up I

v

Goal is for ALL Pre-K and Kindergarten families to participate
Interventions administered for the 2025-2026 school year
o Parents/Guardians will receive 3-4 text messages a week focused on
topics related to:

v

= Parentidentity/empowerment = Belonging and community
= Habit/routine building = Academic and social-emotional skills
Study will track both attendance and achievement outcomes for the SY
2025-2026 and SY 2026-2027 following the program
Participation/enrollment- Opt-in approach
o Parents/guardians will sign an enrollment/consent form online, which
will be shared via social media and at Back to School events &

/

v

v



Timeline

August 11 -
Sept. 19, 2025 May 2026

RECRUITMENT
WINDOW

OKCPS and UChicago
finalize research design
and agreements

Interventions end

Attendance and academic
data continues to be
collected

Develop recruitment Families begin receiving
and consent plan interventions



Recruitment/Consent Process

» Schools will receive flyers for individual students and
posters for the front office

» Families scan QR code on flyer/poster
» Families complete short demographic survey

» Families complete initial attendance perception survey
(completed surveys can earn $10 gift card)

» School staff do not need to collect any information- simply
share the information QR code!



What's my Job: Front Office Staff

» Post flyer in a prominent place in the front office

» Remind/encourage PK and K families to participate/scan QR
code when in the office

» Review FAQ that will be delivered with flyers/posters

» Request additional classroom flyers from Ariel O’'Shields if
needed

» Direct any questions to Ariel O'Shields (OKCPS) or Katherine
Crosby (University of Chicago- info on flyer) J
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What's my Job: Principals & APs

» Remind PK & K teachers to send QR code flyers home to
families

» Ensure front office has flyer posted

» Direct any questions to Ariel O'Shields (OKCPS) or Katherine
Crosby (University of Chicago- info on flyer)
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What's my Job: PK & K Teachers

» Send quarter page QR code flyers home with all families
» Request additional flyers from front office, if needed

» Direct any questions to Ariel O'Shields (OKCPS) or Katherine
Crosby (University of Chicago- info on flyer)
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Only if you're interested!

ick on the pictures for the links

BIP Behavioral Insights and Parenting Lab

THE CHALLENGE

Chronic absenteeism among school

ren increased significantly during
he wake of the 2020-2021

As a result, reducing chronic

I is a priority of the federal

s well as states and school
OW hout the country.
of the federal attention

ing chronic absenteeism

s K-12, even though
hools nationwide.
preschool absenteeism is
P aser v e
hools to change, but a

Fhare of absence is due to

lat preschools can address
h family engagement strategies
are low-cost and scalable. We have
'much to learn about the effectiveness of
such interventions in preschool networks
nationwide.

biplab.uchicago.edu

Show Up to Grow Up I

THE STUDY

Show Up to Grow Up Il is intended to identify
barriers to preschool attendance and reduce
chronic absenteeism among children from low-
income families attending subsidized
preschools. This work advances the BIP Lab's
prior work that reduced chronic absenteeism
and increased attendance days among
preschoolers in 2016-17.We will implement
and test a 5-month program that sends
behaviorally informed text messages to 1200
parents to strengthen preschool-family
relationships and helps parents to support their
child's attendance. Show Up to Grow Up Il will
extend our prior work by assessing new
barriers to subsidized preschool attendance in
the post-COVID era and integrating new
evidence-based content into the program. Our
goal is to produce rigorous and policy-relevant
evidence that chronic absenteeism in the early
years of schooling can be reduced i a scalable
program

Beneficiaries of the work will be (1) the
children most likely to miss out on the benefits
of preschool; (2) preschools and similar
organizations serving low-income children
whose goal is to increase child skill and well-
being; and (3) families who will benefit from
their children’s leaming in preschool and
stronger preschool-family relationships.

¥ O @HarrisBIPLab

Contenc s avatlble 1 cicnccbiee

Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes

Joumnal homepage: wwnw.afsevier.com/locata/abhds

Using behavioral insights to increase attendance at subsidized preschool
programs: The Show Up to Grow Up intervention

Ariel Kalil"", Susan E. Mayer", Sebastian Gallegos'
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/12xddsd7UKfo_qoVEE-8q7CdMRfz-EJF_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12xddsd7UKfo_qoVEE-8q7CdMRfz-EJF_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y3Bq9T0kB-OeeWzFgZUmS-GHn0_aYR5R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y3Bq9T0kB-OeeWzFgZUmS-GHn0_aYR5R/view?usp=sharing

Only if you're interested!

Click on the pictures for the links

DRAFT
Consent
Form

Show Up 2 Grow Up Consent Form IRB25-0599

Question 1: Are you the parent or legal guardian of a child enrolled in pre-K or Kindergarten at
1]

[school

Yes
* No (Screen Out)
PAGE BREAK

Welcome to Show Up 2 Grow Up!
Consent for Participation
Principal Investigator: Ariel Kalil (IRB25-0599).
This study is sponsored by Arnold Ventures and the Overdeck Foundation

are invited to participate in a project called Show Up 2 Grow Up (SUGU), a research study
cted by the University of Chicago that aims to support parents in decision making about
ild's education.

he study about?

prity of Chicago's Behavioral Insights and Parenting (BIP) Lab s partnering with
iame] to conduct a project called Show Up 2 Grow Up. The goal of the project is to
arents in decision making about their child’s education.

11 be asked to do if | participate?

ion in the project involves the following components:
‘ou may be asked to complete two surveys.

You may receive three to five text messages per week related to your child’s education.
You may receive different materials than other parents in the program.

The Show Up 2 Grow Up research team will receive identifiable information about you
and your child that is collected by the school district, including attendance records,
academic test scores, information about child behavior, and demograpl

Program Length

Your active participation in the program willlast for eight months during the 2025-2026
academic year. Your child's information will be accessed starting with the 2024/2025 academic
year through their first-grade year.

What are the benefits of participating?

While there may be no direct benefit to you or your child from participating, your involvement
contributes to important research on education and school attendance. This information may
help us better understand challenges to attendance and school decision making and develop
more effective support strategies. This has the potential to improve educational outcomes for
your child and other students in the future.

Program Incentive

1|Page

Parents of

3-6-year-

IRB25-0599 ”ii":

Show Up 2 Grow Up EH

You.Can Participate In A Research Studyl

OKCPS is partnering with the University of Chicago
q?’ on Show Up 2 Grow Up (SUGU), a research project
R, designed to support parents like you!

DRAFT
Flyer- final
copies will be
w\delivered to

For more information, - Lie gy
contact Katherine at the THE UNIVERSITY OF CHl
phone or email below.

You will receive $10 to complete a survéy ang
q?? contribute to research dedicated to improvi
%o education.

q? Scan the QR code and fill out the form tg
.

AND PARENTING L3

'\. 773-648-7181 biplab@uchicago.edu



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m1j_ystFuYJl4cvAGgvv8bWYrFqVfEhm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m1j_ystFuYJl4cvAGgvv8bWYrFqVfEhm/view?usp=sharing

Any questions?

Ariel O'Shields

‘&?‘ Attendance Advocacy Coordinator
‘E’ aeoshields1@okcps.org
7

587-HERE (4373)

*Icons attributed to Freepik



