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Oklahoma City Public Schools’ Vision

By providing equitable access to a world class 
education, every Oklahoma City Public Schools 

student will graduate ready to fulfill their unique 
purpose in a healthy, vibrant community.
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Show Up 2 Grow Up II

▶ Partnership with the University of Chicago’s Behavioral Insights 
and Parenting Lab

▶ Multi-year study intended to identity barriers to early childhood 
attendance and reduce chronic absenteeism

▶ Measures spillover effect of chronic absenteeism on academic 
performance

▶ Expands on Show Up 2 Grow Up– an earlier study pre-Covid that 
saw success with “low-cost, light touch” interventions



▶ Goal is for ALL Pre-K and Kindergarten families to participate
▶ Interventions administered for the 2025-2026 school year

○ Parents/Guardians will receive 3-4 text messages a week  focused on 
topics related to:

▶ Study will track both attendance and achievement outcomes for the SY 
2025-2026 and SY 2026-2027 following the program

▶ Participation/enrollment– Opt-in approach
○ Parents/guardians will sign an enrollment/consent form online, which 

will be shared via social media and at Back to School events

■ Parent identity/empowerment
■ Habit/routine building

Show Up 2 Grow Up II

■ Belonging and community
■ Academic and social-emotional skills



December 2024 - 
May 2025

OKCPS and UChicago 
finalize research design 

and agreements

August 11 - 
Sept. 19, 2025

RECRUITMENT 
WINDOW

May 2026

Interventions end

Develop recruitment 
and consent plan

Summer 2025

Families begin receiving 
interventions

September/ 
October 2025

Attendance and academic 
data continues to be 

collected

SY 2026-2027

Timeline



Recruitment/Consent Process

▶ Schools will receive flyers for individual students and 
posters for the front office

▶ Families scan QR code on flyer/poster

▶ Families complete short demographic survey

▶ Families complete initial attendance perception survey 
(completed surveys can earn $10 gift card)

▶ School staff do not need to collect any information– simply 
share the information QR code!



What’s my Job: Front Office Staff

▶ Post flyer in a prominent place in the front office

▶ Remind/encourage PK and K families to participate/scan QR 
code when in the office

▶ Review FAQ that will be delivered with flyers/posters

▶ Request additional classroom flyers from Ariel O’Shields if 
needed

▶ Direct any questions to Ariel O’Shields (OKCPS) or Katherine 
Crosby (University of Chicago– info on flyer)



What’s my Job: Principals & APs

▶ Remind PK & K teachers to send QR code flyers home to 
families

▶ Ensure front office has flyer posted

▶ Direct any questions to Ariel O’Shields (OKCPS) or Katherine 
Crosby (University of Chicago– info on flyer)



What’s my Job: PK & K Teachers

▶ Send quarter page QR code flyers home with all families

▶ Request additional flyers from front office, if needed

▶ Direct any questions to Ariel O’Shields (OKCPS) or Katherine 
Crosby (University of Chicago– info on flyer)



Only if you’re interested!
Click on the pictures for the links

Show Up 2 
Grow Up One 

Pager In-press 
article from 

previous 
study

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12xddsd7UKfo_qoVEE-8q7CdMRfz-EJF_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12xddsd7UKfo_qoVEE-8q7CdMRfz-EJF_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y3Bq9T0kB-OeeWzFgZUmS-GHn0_aYR5R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y3Bq9T0kB-OeeWzFgZUmS-GHn0_aYR5R/view?usp=sharing


Only if you’re interested!
Click on the pictures for the links

DRAFT
Consent 

Form
DRAFT

Flyer– final 
copies will be 
delivered to 

you!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m1j_ystFuYJl4cvAGgvv8bWYrFqVfEhm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m1j_ystFuYJl4cvAGgvv8bWYrFqVfEhm/view?usp=sharing


Thank you!
Any questions?

Ariel O’Shields
Attendance Advocacy Coordinator
aeoshields1@okcps.org
587-HERE (4373)

*Icons attributed to Freepik


